[I:2 A] R. Ba in the name of R. Judah: “In any case in which they have said 
that the reading is moved from its proper place, [that is the case,] on 
condition that there be ten people present for the reading.” 


[B] Now we see that the rabbis maintain that it may be done. even by an 
individual. 


[C] R. Abina in the name of R. Assi: “In any case in which they have said 
that the reading is moved from its proper place, [that is the case,] on 
condition that there be ten people present for the reading.” 


[D] R. Hananiah said, “R. Huna and R. Judah differed. One of them said, 
‘And that is on condition that there be ten people present for the 
reading.’ The other said, ‘It may be read even by an individual.” 


[E] The one who held that it must be read in a quorum of ten objected to 
the one who said it may be read even by an individual, “If that is the 
case, let the individual read the Megillah in his place [and why should 
one move the reading to some other date, if it is for only one person]?” 


[F] Said Rabbi, “If so [that an individual may read the Megillah not at the 
proper time, do you want to| remove from the Mishnah the provision 
of reading on the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth 
days?” 


1:4 
[A] What is a large town? 


[B] Any in which there are ten men available at all times [to form a 
quorum]. 


[C] [If there are] fewer than this number, lo, this is a village. 

[D] Of these [times, as specified,] have they said that they advance it and 
do not postpone it. 

[E] But the time of the priests’ wood-offering, the ninth of Ab, the festal- 
offering [Deut. 16:16-17], and the great assembling [Deut. 
31:10-13] they postpone but do not advance. 

[F] Even though they have said, They advance and they do not postpone 
[the reading of the Scroll of Esther], 

[G] [on the days on which they read the Scroll of Esther] they are 
permitted to hold a lamentation for the dead, to call fasts, and to 
give gifts to the poor. 


[H] Said R. Judah, “Under what circumstances? In a place in which 
people gather on Mondays and Thursdays. 


